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Heroes & Friends
I first visited the Tyler area over 30 years ago when 

I was a freshman at Texas A&M University, and 
since that visit I always wanted to live here. In 1999, 
we purchased a small business in Tyler, and I was 
finally able relocate to East Texas.  Shortly after we 
purchased the business, my National Guard unit was 
mobilized for service as a stabilization force in Bosnia 
and I had to wait to actually live in the area. My first 
view of our new home was from a series of pictures my 
wife e-mailed to me with a message that said, “This is 
our new home in Lindale!” 

Part of my responsibilities in Bosnia included or-
ganizing and returning Bosnian women to the place 
where their husbands had been killed.  As part of an 
“ethnic cleansing” campaign, the Serbs had killed 
between 5,000-6,000 men in a town called Srebrenica. 
My assignment was to help plan and execute the return 
of these Bosnian women and children for their first 
visit to the location of the terrible event.  Observing 
the women and children reliving the memories of those 
atrocities had a tremendous impact on me and instilled 
in me a much deeper appreciation for the blessings I 
have received in my life. 

In 2005, I was again mobilized for active military 
service and served as a Brigade Commander in Iraq. 
My brigade was responsible for protecting logistics 
convoys throughout Iraq. Because of our mission, I 
traveled extensively throughout Iraq and I witnessed 
first hand the impact of war on a country and its peo-
ple.  Once again, my military experience made me 
keenly aware of how blessed I am to have such a won-
derful family and to live in such a great community.  

Family has always been important to me. I grew  
up in a traditional family where we sat down together 
for dinner, went to church on Sunday and spent much 
of our free time together.  Since my military service 
requires me to be  away often, family is a priority 
when I am home.  One of our favorite family activi-
ties is spending time at our hunting lease. My daugh-
ter, Hannah and I hunt while my wife, Jane sits in a 
blind and takes amazing wildlife photos.  Thanks to 
Jane, our family photographer and historian, we have 
boxes of family photos and our frequent trips are well 
documented. 

When I returned from Bosnia to our new home in 
Lindale, I immediately became involved in the com-
munity. I ran for and was elected to the school board.  
Lindale ISD’s dual credit program with Tyler Junior 
College especially interested me. The program enables 
our students to gain credit toward both high school and 
college diplomas simultaneously. It has been great for 
our academically gifted students and it has helped lift 
our students to top levels statewide.  

I also have a keen interest in technical education, as 

not everyone wants or needs an 
academic degree.  In fact, our 
country has an oversupply of 
four-year liberal arts graduates 
while we have a shortage of 
people in high demand techni-
cal fields.  Lindale ISD began 
working with TJC to expand 
both dual credit academic 
programs and dual credit tech-
nical programs and during this 
process is where I really got to 
know the exceptional educators 
and administrators from TJC.  They have been great 
partners and are helping us produce outstanding citi-
zens by offering programs of the highest quality.

This partnership has been an awakening for me. I 
originally was not a proponent of students beginning 
their post-secondary studies at a junior college. I per-
sonally followed high school by going straight to a 
four-year university and so did our two oldest  
daughters.  After my recent experiences with TJC, I  
am convinced that TJC is absolutely the best route to 
success after high school. The professors are focused 
on teaching and mentoring the students. The TJC stu-
dents do not get a teaching assistant who is working on 
a master’s degree.  They get experienced and dedicated 
professors that hold master and doctoral degrees from 
the finest universities. The students are placed immedi-
ately in classes with limited enrollment where passion-
ate instructors know their names and care about their 
future.

The quality of education offered at TJC is phenom-
enal and I have had the opportunity to observe this  
first hand. I now encourage my youngest daughter 
to plan on attending TJC immediately after her high 
school graduation. I believe the professionals at TJC 
will do an exceptional job of preparing her to succeed 
at the university she attends, and in whatever field  
she chooses.  

I also serve as Chair of the Lindale Economic Devel-
opment Corporation which has a strong interest in pro-
viding opportunity for our citizens. When we looked 
at options for bringing higher education to Lindale, 
TJC was the obvious choice. The TJC-Lindale satellite 
center opened last year and has been a huge success.  
In fact, we just completed plans for the opening of a 
nursing program in the fall of 2009.   

TJC is helping us make Lindale the best place to raise 
and educate our children.  The College has become 
part of our Lindale “extended family” by offering the 
courses and skills needed by those desiring to enhance 
their skills or change their lives, and ultimately build a 
brighter future for themselves and their families.
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